* Corresponding Author † These authors contributed equally to this work Monodisperse spherical silica particles were synthesized by mixing 40 ml of aqueous ammonia (NH 4 OH, 28 wt%) with a solution containing 1000 ml of absolute ethanol (EtOH) and 80 ml of deionized water (H 2 O). After stirring for 30 min, 60 ml of TEOS (98%, Aldrich) was added to the solution and stirred for 6 h at room temperature. The as-synthesized silica particle suspension was centrifuged and washed with ethanol several times. Silica particles having different sizes were prepared by varying the amount of catalysts (ammonium hydroxide). Figure S1 . SEM and TEM images of the silica particles exploited in this study: a) silica particle with a diameter of 150 nm, b) silica particles with a mean diameter of 220 nm, c-e) silica particles with a
Monodisperse spherical silica particles were synthesized by mixing 40 ml of aqueous ammonia (NH 4 OH, 28 wt%) with a solution containing 1000 ml of absolute ethanol (EtOH) and 80 ml of deionized water (H 2 O). After stirring for 30 min, 60 ml of TEOS (98%, Aldrich) was added to the solution and stirred for 6 h at room temperature. The as-synthesized silica particle suspension was centrifuged and washed with ethanol several times. Silica particles having different sizes were prepared by varying the amount of catalysts (ammonium hydroxide). 
